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Designing and Introducing Our Courses

Objectives

The purpose of this pedagogy chat is to

• critically evaluate our course designs
• connect course objectives with policies, assessments, and first day of class activities, and
• leave with some new ideas for our fall courses.

Think of one of the courses you’ll be teaching this fall. This may be a course you’ve taught before,
but it may not be. Answer the following questions with this course in mind. (Our focus today will be
on course design, syllabus and policies, and the first day of class. Please join us for future Pedagogy
Chats to discuss other elements of our courses.)

1 Course Design

1. What are the objectives for this course? (What should students be able to do by the end of
the semester?) List 2-3.

2. Why were these particular objectives selected for this course?

3. What assessments (papers, projects, exams, homework, etc) do you assign in this class? How
do these assessments measure progress on the course objectives?

4. How do the resources assigned for this course help your students accomplish the course
objectives? Do you explain this connection to your students? Why or why not?

5. Are all students equally equipped to accomplish these course objectives? Why or why not?
How do you ensure that students with different backgrounds, interests, and strengths are able
to meet the course objectives?
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2 Syllabus and Course Policies

6. How do you introduce this course and its objectives on your syllabus? How do you make
course information accessible and interesting to students?

7. How do you ensure that students read the syllabus?

8. Identify one specific course policy that helps your students accomplish the course objectives.
Explain why this policy is helpful.

9. Identify one specific course policy that tends to cause trouble but still seems necessary to the
course and its objectives. Why is this policy tricky to implement?

10. Identify one issue that tends to impede satisfaction of the course objectives. Is there a policy
you can implement that would address this issue? If so, what is it? If not, why not?

3 The First Day of Class

11. What is the purpose of the first day of class?

12. Are you happy with how the first day of class usually goes? Why or why not?

13. List everything you’d like to accomplish on the first day of class if you had unlimited time.
Circle three that are most important.

14. What is the essential information for this course that must be communicated to students on
the first day? What is something you can do to make this communication both effective and
efficient?

15. What is an activity you can do on the first day of class that will give students an idea of what
a typical class period will look like without taking up too much time?


