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Classroom Engagment

Objectives
The purpose of this pedagogy chat is to

• critically evaluate our typical class sessions
• connect course objectives with the structure of class, activities, and student engagement
• leave with some new ideas for our fall courses.

1 Typical Class Sessions

1. What does a typical class session look like for you? (Time management, lecture/discussion
balance, activities, intro and wrap-up, etc.) Are you happy with how your typical classes
sessions go?

2. What is your biggest challenge in a typical class? (Time constraints, student participation,
difficulty of subject matter, etc.)?

3. What is a challenge you face regularly that you’ve successfully dealt with? Any tips for others
who face similar challenges?

4. How do you make connections across class sessions / how do you ensure that students
understand how class sessions relate to one another?

5. What do you do to ensure that students have understood the content of a class session?

2 Objectives and Activities

6. How do you ensure that the objectives for each class session are aimed at accomplishing your
overall course objectives?
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7. Think of one of your course objectives (what students should be able to do by the end of the
semester). What class activities do you use to have students practice meeting this objective?

8. How do you balance your presentation of material with activities that students complete? Are
you happy with this balance? Why or why not?

9. What is an activity that your students do in class that has worked especially well? What
makes this activity so successful?

10. Do you incorporate group work/group projects in your classes? Why or why not?

3 Student Engagement

11. Do you allow students to use devices in your classes? Why or why not?

12. Are you happy with how you handle students’ cell phone use? Why or why not?

13. Do you require participation in your classes? Why or why not? If you do, what strategies do
you use to make sure all students have opportunities to participate?

14. How do you “hook” students or keep them engaged even when they have no intrinsic interest
in your class?

15. What do you do when students demonstrate a lack of engagement? (Absences, not turning in
work, distracted in class, etc.)


